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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to Amendment filed on 12/1 1/2006. The 
Amendment has been entered. 

Claims 8 and 9 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Regarding claims 8 and 9, the phrase "said LAN device being adapted to 

communicate with another said LAN device" is confusing because the first occurrence 

of "said LAN device" can be interpreted as the same as the second occurrence of "said 

LAN device", which imply that the device communicate with itself which is absurd. And 

confusing. 

Additionally, the phrase "said LAN device" on line 14 is confusing because as 
indicated above, there are two "said wireless device", and it is not clear to which one is 
referred among the two. 

Regarding claim 9, claim 9 depends from claim 8, thus it is subject to the same 
rejections. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Shostak, US 2004/0043797. 

Regarding claim 8, with reference to figure 1 , Shostak discloses wireless local 
area network (LAN) system comprising: 

A plurality of PDA or computers devices, see paragraph [0027], each PDA has a 
transmitter and receiver for communicating with at least one other PDA or computer, the 
devices are battery-powered communication devices and operating in a low-power 
"sleep" mode in which both the radio transmitter and receiver (claimed LAN device) are 
inactive, the receiver periodically awakens to listen for a beacon signal transmitted by 
the access point with which it is currently associated [0002], If the device receives a 
beacon signal indicating that there is buffered data, the device requests delivery of the 
data. If there is no such signal, the device returns to the "sleep" mode, [0003], wherein 
the devices exchange data in the form of IP protocol, [0008] (Claimed plurality of 
computers that each has a power source and a wireless LAN device, said LAN device 
having a source of internal power and an energy-saving mode in which said LAN device 
is in a sleep state, said LAN device being adapted to communicate with another said 
LAN device through an access point using an internet protocol (IP); wherein said LAN 
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device is adapted to waken from the sleep state to respond to a beacon signal 
transmitted from the access point at predetermined time intervals and to determine 
whether a message addressed to a first one of the computers associated with the 
respective said LAN device is to be received; wherein said LAN device is adapted to 
turn ON the first computer when the beacon signal indicates that the message is to be 
received and to return to the sleep state when the beacon message does not indicate 
that the message is to be received). 

Shostak while specifying the devices are battery-powered devices, it doesn't 
specify the receiver of one device has its own internal power to be used in response to 
the beacon signal when the computer is not on and to use the power source of the 
computer when the computer is ON. 

However, as evidenced by the low-powered mode of operation of Shostak 
devices, the associated device hardware (claimed computer) must be inactive during 
the sleep time while activated if there is buffered data from the access point to be 
received using the battery. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made to rearrange the source of power between the receiver and other 
associated device hardware as part of a design choice. A person of skill would 
recognize rearranging the battery-powered source of Shostak either as one single 
source or separate sources of power since it would make no difference in the total 
consumption of power of a given device. 
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Regarding claim 9, it is implicit to Shostak to return to the sleep state when the 
battery source responds to the beacon signal as evidenced by the sleeping mode of 
operation indicated above claim 8. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 8-9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth, in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Application/Control Number: 10/720,101 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2616 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AHMED ELALLAM whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3097. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, To Doris can be reached on (571 ) 272-7629. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

A.E 

Examiner 
Art Unit 2616 
3/2/07 

DORIS H. TO 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 




